
f' 
I I. 

-· t 

\. 

. .;; . ·· �-:· F�f?; 
, .... :�{�: ;'�i::'·-�::-:,:\1i2'5¥,.�;�;· . :�\.'· �� .. . ::�����;::·f.' 



2 

April, 1999 

FOLKLORE FRlltiTJ ER:� is an independent nl.:l03:.:ine coveri ng various aspect& 

-o!-f�lkiore, JXtrticularly contemporary lt!�cnd& and culture. it is ed1te<1 

and publ i shed by Paul Screeton, lo whom cheques &hou l d be made oul UlUT 
to FolklorP Front.iersl. Address: �l:.t:,tnn llt·ivt!, S�a lon (.;arew, Hartlepool, 

TB2!) 2AT. l'niiJ"-IGSU·� •,;ub•,.:;ript..iun i:... J;.t;lj u:,; �11\ only lll dullat bliib. ll 

your. suhs.�ri pt l on ,_,:,pi rus with lliL· 1:...�uo? fJO X wt11 app�c.d b4:!1uw: 

ThP 11\inw�;>�tl?rn l!:pteraphic Sor:ioty in Chic, IJSA, J:.as chosen to !lonour my 

11nt1 1'1''' r; good fr i end J.lonald L. Cyr ;.{1 th 1 ts )lliS llarry i•ell Award tor hi& 
1 if� 1\Chiave�nts as a ccholar and publisher. Th� main aspect ot the 
awarll comes from rocogn i tion in the MES journal, plu& se1ec1;ees rece1ve 
a plaqt.:o:-. 1 was honoured to bo a " tr i but.a giver" to Oon'& lite and woi'.Ko 

"'nrl thol!ght. th•>t i. n addition to .:�irir.g my uppre.;;iatlOII ot him tor the 
'ME� 1 would sh;,r<:! it �ti t h FF rea.:le:t·.;;. 

It thon sl?e�d fitt i n::; to reprint o1n article clairuiu0 lnGh og.:un 
script carved by Vil�i ngz. Tbiz iusue al::;o llal:i Ta.i. V l:i (;dl!t�ry .1nd .:1 nota 
on the r:ont ri b•Jtor !"':!guested by me. 1 havoa a:i.Gu ... u·,ri!C4:!d J!l.iifiJ o1 you,· 
favottr1 te categori·:c Articloe:. from rc.:1-!ars an� always welcome. 

•••••••••••• ,.. fflf 
Thl?. s1 t.uatio'l 1 n Koso•!O iu not funny, but Lera's a likely proto-legl:!n<1. 

A gang ot dnmkE>n A1 b.::tnl3:1 c;toway:..; h'ilrl1 caught i u Lundun atter· guzzling 

12 ca,sas ot wi ne while hid i ng in a lorry tr·avellin� 1ro1u �oalgiuJU. {� 
29/10/98) 

"That's got rid ot the planning in&pa�tor, 

1:\nyon"l C'lse any objo:ti::mo::. to my pl<..n 
for thA mtll<::ni.llm t:ir'='l� to ba kr.Gwil <to 
St.nnnh�"np;P.?" 

AS �ith t.hc Fal�lands Wnr and 
Bosni a , hoaxers have bqen sen­
ding Rpoof otficlal call-up 
lAt.ters tn cau:se 1ndlv1duait; 
consternation. Dante 1:urr, �1, 
of Ror:hester, Kent , s�id : 
"Someon�?. took a gr�at 9e31 of 

care to ma�e this uppear ac 
gAnui ne as poss l ble . "  lie 1·1a<> 
t.oltl 11 t;oach would talte hill! 
f rnm C11tt�rJck railtQy &taLion 
tn North Yorkshire tno such 
h�s ever existed, however! to 
� rP.gional Army tarracks 1cr 
h�s1� tralnlne. " Any otber 

timQ l might have se�n the funny &irle but in th� current 
.�ll.mat It.'s sick," s,1!ct Do�nicl 
rl). 0pnrt. :�l/'�l'.�9.l 

r liY.'<! a t.lppl�· my:;qJt, l)l�t l':i £,L;.d 1 ;.;.:.;.r,'t H• tih� l;·�el· garuen 01 llle 
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Norse code cracke 
on standing stones 
Ancient inscriptions in Irish ogam script carved by Vikings 
By Stephen Fraser 

FOR generations historians 
and mystics have sought to 
decipher the writing on an­
cient standing stones found all 
over Scotland. 

Theories over the centuries 
as to what the symbols -
known as runes - spelled out 
have ranged from primitive 
religious pronouncements to 
evidence of an alien visitation 
several millenniums ago. 

But now a Scottish academic 
claims his studies have re­
vealed the mundane truth 
about the writing on the 
stones. 

The indecipherable carvings 
are ancient graffiti, Old Norse 
versions of 'Kllroy was here', 
Or Richard Cox, an expert in 
Celtic at Aberdeen University, 
believes. 

The standing stones are 
sprinkled all over Scotland, 
with concentrations in the 
north east, the Orkneys and 
the Shetland Islands, visible 
reminders of the ancients. 

Some are arranged in cir­
cles, others stand proudly on 
their own. Mysterious theories 
on their genesis have abound­
ed for decades. 

One Welsh historian, Sir 
John Rhys, put forward the 
idea that the carvings were 
written in Basque, and were 
evidence ancient Scots were 
related to or had extensive 

contact with the Basque na­
tion which is now found in 
modem-day Spain. 

Other historians dismissed 
the carvings as ancient Picts 
copying writing methods 
found in IrelMd but producing 
only unreadable nonsense. 

But Cox, noting the Viking 
influence on Scotland, in/ar­
ticular the Highlands an Is­
lands, decided to compare the 
carvings to Old Norse, an an­
cient Scandinavian language. 

He says he soon discovered 
their secrets. "The inscriptions 
are written in ogam, a writing 

naming the dead while the 
writing on the Brandsbult 
stone, from Aberdeenshire, 
reads "Oiafr made this." 

Another cherished find, a 
large stone on the island of 
Sanday in Orkney believed to 
have been used as a building 
slab, was found to bear the 
initials of the householder in 
translation. 

The content of the messages 
were not a disappointment to 
Dr Cox, who has been caught 
up in what he believes will be a 
revolution in our under­
standing of the link between 

No one has been able to make sense of the 
Inscriptions 000 Old Norse Is the key 
system using a series of Scandinavia and communities 
straight slashes on, through or in ancient Scotland. 
below a central stem line, de- Other historian colleagues 
veloped In Ireland and later are less certain the mystery of 
brought here," he said. �While the stones has been solved at 
the system was used to write last. Robert Black, a lecturer in 
Gaelic in Ireland, no one has Celtic studies at Edinburgh 
been able to make sense of the University, said: "I would be 
inscriptions in Scotland. But delighted for Richard if he has 
using Old Norse is the key. been able to prove this theory 
With it the Inscriptions can be conclusively. When dealing 
translated meaningfully." with peoples like the Picts, 

The inscriptions on the 19 they hnve left so little behind 
standing stones he studied for that nU we have is theories. 
his new book, which date from "The Vikings eo-mingled 
1050 and 1225, may make much more with communities 
sense but they are hardly in- in Ireland so if this is correct, 
spicing. The majority, he says, then you would expect to find 
are memorial gravestones standin)l; stone� wirh nt.l 

Sunday,_ALlli') -·-er: t..S.L. R.:.&) 

Norse writing on them in Ire­
land. So I am treating this with 
a little scepticism, and I would 
like to see if there's any ev­
idence in Ireland if he's 
right." 

Despite this new theory, 
mystery will still continue to 
surround the standing stones 
of Scotland - many bear no 
inscription and are of much 
greater antiquity than those 
examined by Dr Cox. 

TWo of the largest groups of 
stones are the 36 which make 
up the Ring of Brodgar on 
Orkney, while the largest 

����rfe�r�f�l �: n�ili� 
5,000-year-old site at Calanais 
(Callanish) on Lewis. 

It was during the Pictish era, 
however, that most of Scot­
land's sur viving standing 
stones were erected. 

The Picts occupied large ar­
eas of Scotland for centuries 
until around 1200AD. The Ro­
mans gave them their name -

�e����s �ya;g��� ��ot��:t; 
body decoration, and they 
were also renowned for the 
skill of their carving and other 
art work. They are believed to 
hllve died out or been assim­
ilated \vith incoming Scot.s -
originally from Ireland - by 
the 11th century. Besides the 
standing stones, their legacy is 
in place names derived from 
their language, such as Pit­
todrie, in Aberdeen. 
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�ullo e�ryone a�d '!"elcof!1e to anoth­
er trawl through the bowels of gossip 
hearsay and modern myth. 

I 

Well would you credit it eh, aftet last 
issues di�ussion of phoney TV, the 
whole subject is thrust into the public 
consciousness by revelations that 
guests on the BBC's Vanessa show 
were nowt but stooges. poor old 
Vanessa Feltz herself (known to her 
friends as, "Fuzzy") was forced to make 
an on air apology about the deception. 

However much the media proclaimed 
its horror at this affront to their integrity 
(ahem), it would seem the public would 
rather watch a twenty one year old 
model with breast implants the size of 
inflated bin-bags tell lies about her sex 
life than watch a serious discussion 
with survivors of cervical cancer at half 
nine in the morning. As since this 
scramble to the moral high ground Ms 
Feltz's viewing figure are going down 
faster than an ambitious Whitehouse 
intern. 

Channel 4 was a tad more bold at com­
ing clean. The proposed show, 
"Daddy's Girl" was pulled at the last 
minute due to the production company 
being made aware that the "Daddy" in 
the title was in fact the young ladies 
star struck boyfriend hungry for his fif­
teen minutes of fame. To be honest, I 
don't think Channel 4 nor the produc­
tion team can really moan to much as 
the resulting documentary about their 
falling for the seam was probably far 

• 

more enjoyable and widely watched 
than the proposeg po faced offering. 
And didn't it screen at an opportune 
moment? Just when the Vanessa show 
was coming clean. Coincidence? 

Staying with TV for a mo, I'm sure I was 
not alone in catching a peek at the ter­
restrial TV premier of the movie, 
"Babe". 

For those of you fortunate enough to 
miss it, it's about an adorable little pig 
who thinks he's a sheep dog and .... 
well you get the picture. Anyway, I 
remembered reading somewhere that 
the film company which distributed the 
movie were given a hard time over the 
fact that the film's star ended up on a 
butchers slab as soon as filming 
stopped. Adds a whole new meaning 
to the phrase, "lt's in the can" eh? 

"You're telling me mate" 

The movie house hit back and pro­
claimed their innocence. No, no, no, 
babe was in fact Babes, half a dozen 
little porkers who took turns in playing 
the lead AND every one of them was 
now enjoying a rest in-between jobs in 
the Hollywood hills. Probably with an 
apple in their mouths. 

One animal movie star which certainly 
does appear to have avoided the table 
- at least for now, is the Orca who had 
the misfortune to play the role of Free 
Willy. In a blaze of publicity this partic­
ular giant dolphin was removed from 
his aquariun:t in the USA to begin the 
long road of reconditioning him back 
into the wild. 

Many experts and cynics have pro­
claimed the task to be hopeless, that 
the unfortunate star will have lost the 
ability to communicate with his own 
kind and will be unable to fend for him­
self in the wild. Much like his human 
showbiz counterparts really. 

Whatever this unfortunate animals ulti­
mate fate, it is still considerably better 
off than the whales harvested every 
year under the banner of, "Scientific 
research". Much of this research it is 
alleged must be in the rate of digestion 
of whale blubber, as much of the catch 
is said to end up on dinner tables. 

In a letter in the cryptozoological jour­
nal, "Animals & Men" (issue 18) an 
organisation called, "Breach" is said to 
go one step further, claiming that whale 
meat is being included in school din­
ners to foster an appetite for the stuff in 
the hope that these youngsters will 
grow up to be the blubber buying con-

sumers of tomorrow. 

A classic piece of repugnant tale famil­
iar to most readers of urban myth. 
However, the letter quotes the organi­
sation Breach as being a pro-whaling 
group. A double twist or a misprint? 

I have long been fascinated with the 
ancient stone carvings known as, "Cup 
& Ring" marks. Fortunately there are 
many excellent examples to be found 
very near to my home and I often while 
away an hour or two looking over them 
and sketching their details. I have 
always hoped that one day I would dis­
cover a hitherto unknown design which 
would unravel the whole mystery 
behind their purpose. 

However, I think all these years I've 
been looking in the wrong places. 
Forget the bleak moors and heather 
clad hills, oh no, I've stumbled across 
some very mysterious inscriptions .. on 
Barbie>s arse. 

Yes my friends you heard. me right. lt 
all came about when I had cause to 
remove the electric blue bikini bottoms 
of my eldest daughte(s Barbie doll (I 
feel I should perhaps justify that term, 
"had cause" ... but I won't), and there 
they were. 

Barbie's arse, yesterday 

s . 
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All the old questions and contempla­
tions I have asked of the Cup & Rings 
returned, Who? Why? When? And of 
course is Ken's genitalia similarly deco­
rated? Answers on a postcard to the 
usual address. 

But it would appear that Miss Doll is not 
the only one sporting cheeky embell­
ishments. I ·have it on good authority 
that the buttocks of Cabbage Patch 
dolls bare mysterious sigils not unlike 
those penned by the great occult artist 
Austin Osman Spare. 

Of course the merest whiff of an occult 
association with any product, especial­
ly in the US, can cause absolute may­
hem. Imagine the scale of the shenani­
gans if this product was a child's doll! 

Plotting the course of any moral out­
rage is a delight to anyone interested in 
the evolution of stories. From heavy 
metal musids satanic links to the IQ 
eroding capers of the Teletubbies 
(Covered by our esteemed ed. in 
"Letters to Ambrose Merton, number 
12. December 1997.). One topic which 
is receiving very unpopular press at the 
moment is smoking. 

Yes smerkin a tab, is probably now one 
of the most antisocial things you can do 
in public without getting nicked. And 
there are many people trying to have 
that amended. And of course no one 
and nothing wishing to avoid being 
hauled over the coals by the very pow­
erful anti-smoking lobbyists can dare to 
show anyone smoking. 

But some have escaped detection. 
Until now. 

lt would seem that Safeway are the 
unlikely rebels without a cause in the 
supermarket league, as a figure on the 
label of their delicious traditional 
lemonade does indeed seem to be hav­
ing a sly puff (oooo you are awful, etc) 

A Tab up close 

lt's been in use for a good while now, 
but I bet if a few people start to point it 
out it'll not be. 

Well thanks as usual for putting up 
with me. All the best. 

���� TltiT• 

John Tait is a writer 
and illustrator who 
has contributed regu­
larly to a multitude of 
publications, most 
notably his recent 

stint as editor of the international journal of 
haemorrhoid sufferers, "Heard it Through 
the Grapevine". He has recently started a 
graphic design studio called, Just The 
Donkeys ... 

The photograph isn't of him. Although he 
wishes it was. 

• 

A TRIBUTE T8 COYALD L. C!R 
0]' 

Paul Screetcn, •di��r. Folklor� �ronti�rs 

llpnn r<?ading th3.t in Er.0!3.nd thers ·..;as a sugar :;hortage, a Californian 
friend shipped � fa�ly one pound of �a:ararar sugar! Consummate 
ki�dn�ss and practicality, hall=arks of a �onderiul A�rican polymath, 
Dona ld L. Cyr. 

Y� f i rst met when I in7itad Den tc st�y �ith us in North-East England 
during his first Stonehenge Expedition in 1973. 1 was alreaay aware of 
his fame as a latterday champion of the prehis�oric era ice crystal 
canopy theory of Quaker geologist-astronomer Isaac N. Vail through his 
magazine AN�JLAR NEWSLETTER, which metamorphosed into STONEHENGE 
V IEYPO UT . 

While we pondered whether his great tallness would fit our spare 
single bed, he excitedly explained how after just visiting Stonehenge, 
he thought maybe the sarsens had bean carried quite easily by a form of 
fishermen's net to spread the weight and how two queues of people could 
have built the massive artificial mound Silbury Hill in quick time. I 
realised that his career as an engineer had not been wasted and a 
fertile mind was there to solve all practical problems. 

The next time we met was in Glastonbury, the •holyeste erthe• in 
England, where gregarious Don bought a large group of us young 
antiquarians pizzas, which we ate in a pub baer garden hoping the fried 

fungi 'lmS not ���ttgic mu�;hroom;! 
The second time Don st�yed With us Calong with hi� artist daughter 

Annette>, I arranged a visit for him to meet Bob Forrest, a prominent 
Velikovsky skeptik. On the journey across the Pennines, I regaled Don 
with the misfortune that a publisher for whom I had written a history oi 
prehistoric alignments <lay-lines> research had gone bust. Problem 
solver that he is, Don immediately offered to serialise my manuscript in 
STONEHENGE VIEWPOINT, and so SEEKERS OF THE LINEAR VISION appeared 
between 1981 and 1984, �nd subsequently as a paperback in his estimable 
anthologies series. 

Th�se compilations are a monument to his assiduous schol�rship and 
maverick spirit, providi�g a receptive public with new concep�s in tne 
realms of archaeology, astronomy, cli�tology, Celtic art, dragons, corn 

· circles and, of course, epigraphy. 
As an introduction to one of his �nthologies on epigraphy, Don wrote: 

•rf you look upon all the opportunities of the world spread out before 
you on a smorgasboard table, awaiting your choice, then you too follow 
the eclectic philosophy. This volume documents the efforts of a valiant 
group of people making epigraphic selections in mid-AQQrica ... The 
competition is severe. In a sense, all is fair in iove, in war, ana in 
epigraphy. Rock art experts write-off readable ogam in America as 
glacial scratches, plow marks, tool grinding marks, or forgery. 
Epigraphers themselves argue about obscure points. So� inscriptions can 
be read, others not -- at least not yet. Hence th� challenge!" 

Both in his writing an convers�tion, Den has always balanced erudition 
with an ability to be engagingly ent�rtaining. I am pleased to number 
him among my best friends and delighted ha is b�ing so honoured. 

7. 



8. 
JUKPIN' JACK FLASHER 

By Paul Scree ton 

During the 19th century a devil-like figure terrorised Britain. He would 
emerge from the darkness, his mouth spitting flames, his eyes like balls 
of fire and his icy claws intent upon attacking young women. 

He became known as Spring-Heeled Jack, because of the way he could leap 
over walls or on to roots as easily as Superman. According to folklore 
he was last seen in Everton, Liverpool, in 1904 "bounding from pavement 

'to rooftop and back again." Vhen a group of young men attempted to trap 
him he vanished into the darkness . . . . . forever. 

That is, until 1983. 

During that year's late summer there were reports of a bizarre flasher 
at a lonely spot known as lannygoat Bank, near Tow Law, County Durham. 

His similarity to Spring-Heeled Jack was that he was seen to clear a 
six-foot wall in one leap and escaped into the night. 

One of the best descriptions of the original Jack came from Jane 
Alsop, who answered the door in Bearhind Lane, Bow, East London, in 
February 1838. The man claimed to be a policemen requesting a light as 
Jack had been arrested. She handed the man a lighted candle, at which he 
shrugged off his coat to reveal a horned helmet and a tight, white 
costume. The police searched· in vain for so conspicuous a firgure. 

Of course, fashions change. The athletic flasher in County Durham wore 
pink tights and women's knickers on his head as he exposed himself to 
traffic on the isolated stretch of the A68 road. 

A four-strong party of farmers from two remote farmhouses in the 
vicinity failed in their night-time bid to catch him. 

•t•ve never seen anyone get away so fast. He just took off and ran so 
fast and then cleared a wall with one jump. We were trying to catch 
him, 

1
but we had no chance, • said 20-year-old Alan Haley. "But if he 

carries on doing this and steps out in front of a car, he could get 
himself killed and get others hurt. And if he's not stopped soon, he 
could start doing other things. 

•He was sitting on the kerbside and just had tights and knickers over 
his head. It was freezing cold and he looked really st·ange. It was 
quite a shock. You don't expect people to come up here looking like that 
and doing that sort of thing.• 

He added: "We jumped out of the car to grab him, but he just ran oft. 
So we gave chase, but he was too fast for us." 

Another farmer, who declined to be named, thought the man also wore a 
parka. 

Police with tracker dogs later found the man's sandals and knickers, 
but failed to fing the flasher. 

Is it justifiable to connect the original Spring-Heeled Jack with this 
seeming pervert? Both share an amazing athletic ability, both are deter­
mined to shock people, both dress oddly and both have the ability to 
evade possess of vigilantes. 

Perhaps even acrobatic Superman, with his tight costume and tights 
with pants worn outside is an intermediary role model in the evolution 

' 

' 

of the Spring-Heeled Jack phenomenon. 

Refe:-ances: 

:NUTTY lnvento ����� 111unei1Jumped off the 
top of a tower block to test a cape he claimed 
· would make him fly like Supennan.;. 

"Y.r.ickers :2n was gone in a flash", No:-thern Echo, 6/ll/�3. 
"A fl!.sh silly Billy ... " , Daily Mi:-rcr, 9/11/83. 

" More than 100' ... 
. · · people saw the , 37·year.old plummet.· 
. to his death In > 

.. stockholm; Sweden. 
• Even if cot acceptable to the S-H J canon, the Nannygoat E�nk 

in..::de::t:s for::t an a::tusi ng footnote to �he 18t:Os r.ar·;el. 

c c c 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

• THE s��eamins �n who sai� he wa� ��a�n�d tu a hote� c�ci, ru�ce-red 
Via�ra .;�.nd "rto.p�1" by two sa:.-mad blcnd.;;;s er.d.;,d up being expo;;;.;,ci �:..aws 
of the Yorlti �0112/Q.�). All Er!.tain J;:"ew !l.i:n as juQt a "handson;e youu0 
busln9C::SIM!l" aft "r details of ti� ordeal hit t1e haaa.J.ines \o:lun, 
12/12/98; D. Sport, 15/ 12/QS). But ths trut� was he's a scruff�y 
furntture t:IQV�?d. -::o.lled Br:!.an Sal::ti and t.ha attack t.hat became tae ta.1.1: 
of P.Vtl�Y X!ll.'l� party �1as !ln elabo:-.::.te �c.:1x to ca<>h .ir.. on inr;e:rviews 3Cout: 
his •fate." Salmi clai�cd two blondes pi�ksd hlm up in a ni0n�club and 
chained him to a hotel bed, leaving a sticker ou the a.oor proclaiming 
" Vi agra Rape Squad Strikes Again." Cops were considsri ng a prosecut;ion 
for wasted poli�e ti::te. 

• GENETICALLY-ENGINEERED o:-cps are another 
major talking point of lata, 6C ! dug out 
Paul Heiney's last d!spatch after seven 
years' re�orting from the countryside. This 
is about "normal" rape but contains what 
might be apocrypha. A Mrs Furlong had �T�t­
ten to Heiney: " Thi s year \rape> it will 
be growing within a few feet of the •illage 
school and it is an accepted fa�t that som& 
children suf f er respitatory problems,head­
aches and drowsiness due to allergic react-
ion to the flowers. I once read that far:ner6 
do not grow rape within a five-mile radius of 
Newmarket b�cause of its adverse effect on 
the racehorses. it seems strange that horses 
should be protected while children are 
given no such consideration.• A telephone 
linesman neighbour always has protection 
when n�ar oilseed rape, so what of the new 
strains being bred. <The Times Weekend, 7/2/98) 

•KORE HORSES. Stripper Fay Lawrence, 24 and 
32DD-24-34, once rode naked like Lady Godiva 
at a char i ty fete ina village near her horue 
town of Paign�on, and enccu:-aged well-named 
ju::tp jockey Richard Dun�cody to give her a 
ride. Tb� rela�icnship o�o ! ed after �un�oody 
had a fall, whi�h led a £ut-odi�o:- to u�fai�ly 
wr1te? the hP.aC:.l.tne: "T::F jccl::ey toe tired ait�r 
nighi: of :noiJn":ins pleas:.:re" and ":::hc.myior, tlcullo::a.:�·�:t. 
nookie fer big race fall." 
• A r�n jn nay�ona, Flc�id� has �hanged 
his phcm<? r.u::!-<?.- from '54321 beca:.:sa j:oi:­
ople

.
kepr ring1ns UF ani h�ar. he ans�e­

r�d and s�i1 hi� nc�be� they shout��: 
"P.last off!" r.D. S7a:-. 2t5.'95> St:.:dent 

Zxv Z·:xv wa�; so j:heesec! o:ff �h�t h.!; 
na�e �ppeared at the bad: of his lee�: <!ir.;,ctory ttz;.� ho cila1�geC. i� �o A. 
Aa. The Wt!hllr .. Chin:�., ·::-::::pany ther. issue:.:. <:. n;;,.l bcok wi th t!ctrias 
��7�r�?� �� �b:� ��� le��t� : �?P£�rad ��l ;� �8unday Sport. �1101�j; 

n.t �;otott:' 
,,,,,�. 

.9. 
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t TRAVELLERS' TALES. A really familiar oldie to start with. "Atrocity 

tales abound about travellers, some apocryphal, some not. • · ·  Hastiest 

currently circulating story is of Hew Agers urinating in a supermarket 

freezer cabinet, then reclaiming the packets from the store's rubbish 

bin.• <Christopher Kiddleton in the Weekend Telegraph, 30/11/96). 

• TURD BURGLAR. While with bodily functions, dog owner Laurence 

Brown of Hastings, Sussex, scooped up labrador Benson's poo in a park 

near' hi& home, but a teenager cycled paat and snatched it. "I'd love to
. 

have seen his face when he put his hand inside and discovered his �ul, 

said Laurence. •It was quite a big one and it smelled pretty awful. A 

police apokesman said, allegedly: •we're on the scent of the offender 

and hope to aniff out the culprit fairly soon.• <The Sport, 25/7/97>. 

Same acenario, same paper. Suspicion from the start as a 66-year-old 

woman, •who has asked not to be named," had her poop-scoop bag nicked 

she she walked her dog in Dalton, West York&. There wars several leads 

but so far polic.e hadn't had a sniff. <The Sport, 11/5/98> 

• TRICK PLOD. A PC who said he 
had drawn his "staff• in a fight 
was asked_ by a London judge why 
he hadn't psed the word •trunch­
eon•. The PC replied: •r couldn't 
spell truncheon in my report, 
sir.• <Ne� of the World, 15/8/93> 

• STUCK COUPLE. A couple having 
a secret affair had their cover 
blown when they got stuck during 
sex and had to be rushed to hosp­
ital to be prised apart. The pair, 
both married, had to b9 airlifted ! 
from their village in Kenya to has-, 
pital in Nairobi, where a crowd 
gathered to laugh at them. <The 
Sport, 8/5/98> 

-

1le didn't say good 1110m1ng to· �­
either, the and-� little piicld" 

• PASSIOI IN REVERSE. A randy young driver hit peak revs when the 
-g�arstick shot up his bum after a nookie session in a mini. And his 
agony was made worse when he and his knickerless girlfriend,. who was 
hangfng by her ankles from the car's grab handlQs, had to be rescued by 
firemen. Details of the incident on a hillside near, Prason, Lancs., 
were revealed by the embarrassed driver -- identified only as "The Mini 
Kan• -- in a letter to motoring mag � ·  <Tua Sport, 29/6/98> 

f MEXTCAI PET VARIANT. The All-Ukr�ine Gazette reported the tale of 
Victor R, who returned from an unnamed destination with what he thought 
was a bull-terrier puppy for his wife and son. On the sixth day the 
parents were awakened by the screams of their child, whose ear was being 
chew�d off by the animal. The child was treated for minor wounds, and a 
vet informed the parents that tteir pet was actually a rare species at 
Pakistani rat, which when young rssembles a bull-terrier pup. <� 
Journal, lewcastle upon Tyne, 17/3/96> 

• WEDDING HITCH. A report from an Athens new agency claimed a bride­
to-be took her friends to see her dress the night before her wending. 
There, in the couple's new home, she found the bridegroom wear1mng her 
bridal gown and in a passionate embrace with his best man. The wedding 
was called off. <The Tt��s Weekend. ?J'-819�) ��=§������j 

Proto� lcscads 
• TOLD as � true story to Des O'Con�or on TV, Jl� Cavi�on expla1nea now 

he ' d helped pay for a::-SAS :JUn H�rry Tay l or to clJ.mb )(aunt .&verest 

wt thout cY.ygen. Vhe he got tothc. t,:,p, !i paiu.:;ti1��:ing.l.y c;at up a sa'l.elli t4il 

11 nk' so he conld pb.ona J im. But th•n �;if a Tra...:y r e1 usad to get him out · 

of th�;� bath. 'ihan I!m aGked �rhc'.:! called, Tra�.,y s.11d: "it was a double­

glazing �al�sman, Harry from Evsrost." <Tt• Sun, 21/lv/�o> 

t IRAQI terrorist Khay Rahnajet did�'t pay enough postage on a 
letterhomb. It came back with "return to sandar" stamped on it. 
Forgetting it was the bomb, he opened it and was blown to bits. 
<�otsman Weekend, 10/10/98> <er: A.S.L. Rae> 

• A cop fell to his death while traying to talk a depressed manout ot 
jumping from a roof in Paris. The suicide bid was abandoned. <D. Sport, / 
2517/96) 

• TWO men about to stand trial fer r�pe began punching the air when told 
they were to be freed, because the allagad victim had failed to turn up. 
Soon they became far more thot.:ghtful whan Chicago p1·osacutor Brian 
Sexton explained that the woman w.aa u nable to att�nd because sha had 
Aids. <Guarrihn, 20/1;/1)8) <er: Pater ChriGtl.a> 

• ,&lf "111bnhnce ru�hed to a court after a judga 0c:�.va a note to her c!erk 
r�8dtng "Blind on the right sida. May b• falling." But tne JUag� in 
Denver, Colorado; was referri� tc � venetian blind in the courtroom. 
CD. Snort. , t�/1/9�) 

f A COUPLe of �--l'�ons·�oa-.:. . .ct:.p pr.c-..!Otaa. u.o.�.a • .tr aonastJ.y,_ a"t- ·­

llorth�llerton FC' � tea hu� and :.ol.s o.U.:.r&J. .;c..;.:..·u.i .:;u-..;t"to o.t .��.narex. tie 
thought, only 1110men+�rilj. "I dlda't say bo0 ro.;.�. l -<1iJ Bovril." Oh.lce 
�mt=:. Gadfly colmm, lcrth�rn Echo, zo;:ugu; 
• A CTli'F.JfA 1.ANAGER in Yosu, Sou�!l Korea, t�uu!)h t th,. Iilm "The Sauna 01 
Music" was too long, so he redu�ed t�a length by cu�Lifi8 out all the 
songs. CThe s..,ort, 6/8/98) 

• A DOG owned by a lock-keeper at Swansea dock� �y hava been eaten by 
the crew of a Korean ship. The mongrel, callad Sluica, vanished while 
the ship was in port and lock-keeper Ray Jone� �id it may have wanaered 
on b1J.11rti and ended up on the mer.u. <D. Sport, 6/11/1;13) 

• AT Ik�a in Gateshead, tha tale's circulating the staff room oi the 
customer t.rytng to fill out a raceipt, but finding tha� the proterred 
pen made little impression. You have tc put your wsig.ilt on it, • Eillid the 
assistant, helpfully. The woman was big, �t lsast bodily. Fourteen stone 
three pounds,• she wrote <Xike Amos, Northern E�uu, 24/4/�6J 

• A BIJSINESSMAlf at a hotel !n Cr!��:eton, Norfolk, w-a� ilanded a nota 
by a waitress saying: •r try to be helpful and ke�p customerii happy, n 
but I'm sorry I'm UIUble to adjust your flies.'' <D. Sport, '2.'11�19oi U 
t EDIBLE junk mail, which co:u3s in tasty roa:::;t bet:ti and ice-cream 
flavours is being marketed in Hamburg� <laws oi tha Vorld, 22/ll/92> 

·11. 

t A KUK and dad went grave-robbing and postedbones and parts to their "lwonderiflcoulduk 
son to help his lessons in medicine. The couple, nabbed digging up the · 1 tnour of you-?" 
grave ,  told a court in Athens: •we only did it because we wanted him to; 
do well. • They were jailed for four months. _<D. Star. 22/1197) 1 
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BOGUS SOCIAL WORKERS. Paul Sieveking looks at all manner of abauction 
tales and in particular an Irish scare involving 38 reports of attempts 
to lure children into vans and a-recent nationwide spate of BSW visits 
across the UK. (:?unday Telegraph, 2/2/99> 

CULT OF DIAHA. Headlined "Will the weepers awake'?" Edward Pearce (Scots­
man, 20/10/98> sees "what the nation indulged was a carnival of baby­
mindedness" following Princess Di' s death. He believes "the cult of 
Diana is part of a general failure of education" and sums up:"JJiana is a 
false goddess pitifully worshipped." Ccr: A.S.L. Rae> 

LESS HORNY. A preoccupation of the Chinese is male virility, which 
motivates the slaughter of rare wild animals whose parts are believed to 
have a stimulating effect on sexual activity. However, rising sterility 
now affects one in eight couples, being blamed upon pollution, smoking 
and sexually-transmitted diseases, writes J ohn Gittings <The Guardian. 
15/12/98). The Beijing Morning Post also suggested premarital sex had an 
aaver:seeffect on fertility and blamed "invisible killer waves" from 
household appliances for causing infertility. <er: Peter ChristieJ 

TAKE A SQUINT. Jack Shamash says little research has been done into the 
evil eye and gives a brief overview of talismans to ward off this force 
which destroys good tortunG. Ve have a blue ceramic charm hanging in our 
bedroom which my wife was given by a Turkish shopkeeper to ward off bad 
spirits after she declined monetary change as she was about to fly home. 
<The Times, 13/1/99> 

BOUNTY -- Bah! Plans for a t370,000 reward for a recorded sighting of 
the.legendary Tasmanian tiger, or thylacine, was abandoned attar 
insurance negotiations broke down. Most Tasmanians apparently know 
someone who has seen a thylacine, wrota Mark Chipperfield, but these 
claims arl3 treatl3d wi t,h cynicism by mainland Australians "who point out 
that tiger sightings are usually made in the vicinity of pubs, with the 
frequency increasing after closing time." <Sunday Teleg, 18/10/98> 

METEORSHITE. Comet authority Dr Duncan Steel has solved Stonehenge. It 
was built to predict meteor storms and the early warning system 
stretches to the long barrows. "They look like air-raid shelters, so 
that is perhaps what they were," reckons dunce Duncan. "The burials may 
just be a later use for them." <Sunday Teleg, 22/11/98> 

BLUE MOON. Canadian folklorist Philip Hiscock's search for the origin of 
the expression "once in a blue moon" <a •blue moon" occurs when there 
are two full moons in a month> is written up by Aisling Irwin CSundav 
Telegraph, 2/2/99> 

JOT Il HARMONY. When aal-women classical musical group the Mediaeval 
Baebes were summoned by Rosslyn Chapen enthusiast Francebca Norton to 
see if there is a �oded harmonic messaga in tha stone6 (and win a L5,000 
r�ward from the Mi�bael Bentine Rosslyn Questing Scholarship), Rosslyn 
Trust project director Stuart Beattie was annoyed. "�e wren't consultea 
at all," be sai�. "It's a bit like people coming and paint1ng your house 
witb.out. a�;king you." As FF readers are doubtlt:so awe:u·e, th� Jlidi.othlan 
mysteri�r•hot. spot is supposed to be the last resting place oi the Ark 
of the Coven�nt, the Holy Grail, • raal" Stone o1 D.:!stiny, genu1ne heart 
of Rohert. t.be Bruce and the embalmed head of Jesus Christ. "I woui.dn't 
be surprised to read n�!;:t that the .:re;.1 of tha lofarie Ceies•e had been 
traced to o•1r vt�.ults," to :.ighad <Scotland on Sunday. 1111/98>. "I'll 
hl\ve to reW?mber to ir.cre3.s� the insurance premiums in case they ge• t.ne 

• • 

•• 

SOCCER BEHAVIOUR. Popular tootia be11et is that th� tirst gadl 15 the catalys� that brings the game alight, that the chance or sa�1ng gobls 
scored 1ncrease towards the end at the match and most tamouo1y at all, 
there is the Theory or lmeediate Strike-Baclt, where teams are never more vulnerable to conceding a goal than when they themselves have just 
scored. To put the cliches to the tast, two statist1c1ans or Newcastle and Surrey Universities have fed in anough raw data to d1scover as so 
often, the "folklore" proved pretty reliable (Sunday Teleg, 13/9/96) 

WICKERFD. Pr<?vi:;·.ting ,_ film shown o:1ly on Bl3Cl Sco'Llana, "rile ;j fne 
'tli<::k�r M-'ln", lain S Bruce CSc..:�t�mar.. 15/12/93) cheeriugly announces that 
continued interest in Robin Hardy's classic off�riug has insp1red him to 
begtn work with Christopher Lee on a sequel, which is currently-at tne · 
script development stage and is �cheduled to begin proauction in tlme 
for the new millenium. (er: A. S. L. Rae> 

VHO CALLS? Following growing concern about the ette.;ts of mooilephones 
Peter Tharl Larsen writes that the Yorlf Health Organisation has written 
to UK mobile operators asking them to fund a study. Cancer sufferers will be quizzed about how much they use their mobiles and results will be compared with non-users to see if they are less likely to sut'fer from the disease. <The Independent, 5/12/98> 

·-

Update 
�- This is the locomotive which was seen in a dream to crash w�en 
numbered 47216 ( EEl£>. the proph&cy was fullilled and one person diea. 
did research on this for the TV programma "Strange But frue'' and was 
paid for my services, even though -- I beli�v� -- the subJect only 
appeared in the tie-in book and not on screen. In 1997 I dealt with two 
resParcbers far the same programme, both unaware it had been tackled 
alre�dy. Ye agre�d a t30 fee for my involvement <I never got paiaJ. 
Their p�rallel rese�rch elicited the fact that due to its aub1ous 
reputation a dl3rSYman had exercised the locomotive at Tinsley traction 
Depot, Sheffield. However, what might seam quirky, at one t1me each page 
2 of �magazine had its main contributors' pen portrait1ng some 
aspect. of life as it affected them. One issu� listed what each of the 
particularly hated, and ana staffer pilloried TV programme researchers. 
VondP.r tf tt had anything to do with non-remuneration and 472!j9! At 
least the engine is still in revenue-earning service and has just been 
ov�rhauled for English, Yelsh and Scottish Railways. Its b1zarre career 
suggests it will be � strong candidate tor preservation. 

BEO�JLF LOCATION. This subject was covered in two articles in ffaL. Paul 
Yilkinson has found place-names such as Heorot <the same as Hart, near 
Hartlepool, where a Father Haigh sets the original location> around 
Faversham. Two topographical detactiva pieces appear in Britlsh 
Archaeology and History Today to argue for the po�m b�ing a travel diary 
s�t in t�e Kent l�nd��3P� 

13. 
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P AGE 3 G I RLS HAVE � I LL I ES PUT Ur ' E� 

Gllllostbmstlml By Pa�l -�creeton 
. 

o l ter e i - t  act i v i t y  revol 7e& around 
I t  is common l y presu med t ha t  p 

g .. D S t 3 0 / 1 0 / 9 8 >  says expens 
b t but D�vid Kenny < _ . por · 

be teenagers �t pu er y ,  
• n  �rancrma l  pes� hur l ed pl ates -

t o l d  topl ess mode l Vicky Robert s :.� h' - leg over t he 16- year- o l d .  
cause he was f rustr�ted at n o t  ge � v  

ug � .. d toseed c l o t h i ng occurred whe n 
1 1 _  sl a�d doors an � 1 1  Strange sh3dOW'S , s me  ., ,  

_ t Va·:a rtre e� ,  and t he spookiness t o  -
the f3�i l y  l i ved i n Bu rt on St . ee� t hdown Road . Hol y  wat sr brought 
owed t he m  around t he corner to ' S

d around and tha t was the last oi i t .  
Lourdes b y  a f riend was sprink.e 

Di s molested in bed when she 
1 da l Ann-Karia xon ,  w t ld Anot her t op ass me - ' •  d • I W3S feel ing 7ery sensual ,

• she o 

was 18 and l i ving in Dar .f or . 
h moaning when he wasn' t even 

Kenny. A boyfri end wondered w
�

y s
h: �:ae playing with mysel f ,  but he 

touching her .  • He must nave t oug 
�ody • After Father Marc irom St 

cou ld see my bands were nowhe
�

e ��a� �at wa� • the last of my ghost or 

Pau l i nus, Crayford , blessed t e a . 

whatever i.t was. • 
h ek rehousing bctcause of an al leged 

. Counc i l  house tenants. w c se 
im Puckering , 3 0 ,  a single mu m  of 

: hau'nt ing al ways arouse suspicion .  K 
ld redskin> had two minutes ' 

� Hul l  · claimed a thick-set C��:�k�:i ��:n
a:�d

o
also seen the brava and 

intercourse with her . Her 
Atkinscn told Kim she ' d  bad the same 

next-door nei ghbour Gecrgina 
: <D Snort 1112/28.1 Kai • dream• four times . .  . 

th Red Baron and Blue Lady at ns 
Xcre spectral antics come f rom e 

C -�id · • I  tall them to shut 
d 1 owner Ruth caper DQ • 

cast le ,  Bast Ki lbri e .  ew  
b t they don' t seem to l isten. • <� 

up if I ' m trying to sl�ep, u
28/2/99 > 

magazine, Jews of the lorld, 
Da ki 26 walks naked around her 

Be l ieve it or not , pretty Jani
�

e 
t 

w
l i:s ,  

to �ive his ghost a thr i l l .  
. l ate nei ghbour· � �cme i n  Perth, us ra

dit�on she bad a nude stro l l  once 
The t157 , 000 house was left her on con 

a week. <D. Sport. 27 / 1 1 / 98 ) 
Xonda s rock star , told readers <D. 

Shaun Ryder ,  fou l-mouthed H�ppy 
i �urnley after obj ects started 

Sport . 27 / 1 1 / 98 >  be was moving home
d 

n
as would go of f , Subsequ&nt ly  he 

moving and going missing, l ights �� d
g

bis wi f e  in his bedroom bef ore 
was tol d a �n blud�eoned and sta

th: bod in  a rol led-up carpet .  • r  
cutt ing off  her ears and duMping 

d r gs-o n • wrote columnist Ryder,  
don' t know i f  that explains the we ir

ut
g�?re off , • 

• and I don' t be lieve in that sbi t ,  b
hich acts a s  a guardian of 

An�t her spec ies of spirit is ���e
w
in tba Sixt ies, wa ate at Harry 

corr.ectness. Whi le court ing my 
staurant . Branches now stre�ch 

Ramsden• srGu ise ley f ish and chips r:Sden' s mantle and daren' t do 
globally .  • ve • ve inheri ted Harry Ra 

J nh Barnes. " Ya considered adding 
• says chief execut ive o -bed anything wrong, 

d-new l ight f i ttings in my of f ice crao 

meat to the menu and two bran 
did ' t  l i ke that idea and we ' ve not 

to the f l oor . Ye decided . �rry n 
12/ 12/ 98) 

di sc���d it sice . •  <The Ti mes Xasazine , 

l 
I 
I 
I 

·.__ 

"'That��� preffr weird ghost, �d no mi�tOJcer · �-

• 
• 

� . .  
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SHEEP GORG I NG .  A t u mb l e down house i n  a f or me r  pi t vi l l age near 
Ha rt l epool was a l l eged l y  won in a card game a nd the ra t he r  more sta t e l y  
Sussex ma nor base of t he Bri tish H Q  of Sc i e nt o l ogy , f ormerl y owned by 
t he Maharaj ah of J a i pu r ,  was won i n  a card game ,  c l a i med L .  Ran H u b bard 
<. Bight & Day, 3 0 / 3 / 97 ) , But l et Robe rt Bu r t o n  te l l  ano t he r  tal e :  " The 
story goes that t he Soay sheep in Cheddar Gorge owe t he i r  presence to a 
poker game . They are sa i d  to be descended f rom a smal l f l oc k  t hat was 
t he f i na l  stake of a gamb l e r  down on h i s  l u c k .  The wi nner t ook them home 
i n  the early hours and , by next morn i ng ,  they had demo l i shed h i s  garde n .  
To avert domest ic strif e  t h e  sheep were rou nded u p  a n d  re l eased i n  the 
gorge , where t he y  set t led happi l y  and proceeded to mu l t i pl y .  The re l ease 
of any al ien animal i nt o  t he cou ntrysi de is a t hreat to cur nat i ve 
wi ldl i fe :  t hi nk of the destruct i on wrought by grey squ i rre l s  and mi nk . 
But t hese sheep are doi ng good : they are a i d i ng t he recovery of some 
rare nat i ve spec ies of p l ants and ani ma l s .  The Soay she e p  of Cheddar 
Gorge have i ncreased to a bout 50 a n i ma l s  < i n  three years > u nder the 
wat chful eye of t he !at i ona l Trust , whi ch ma nages par t  of t he gorge . 
Despite the i r  al i e n  nat ure , the i r  acc i da nt a l  appearance on t he sce ne has 
provided a tool f or promot i ng b i od i ve rs i t y .  The i r  caase l ess graz i ng i s  
he l pi ng t o  rest ore l i mest one grasc; l and t u r f  a nd i ts many i nhabi tant s . 
<D .  Te l e �ra oh, 1 1 / 7 /98 ) 

f T •• 
TREE CURSE . Back to Har t l e pool -- i ts Head l a nd area to be prec 1 se .  
Prev i ou s l y  I had not come across t h i s  t a l e  a nd Andy Crof � ,  �7 , 000 grant 
wri ter-i n- res i dence , t o l d  Berni ce Sal tzar : " Th.:. re ic; appare n� l y  a c u rse 
put on t he head l and in t he 1 5 t h  century by a fr iar ca l l ed Father S 1 mo n ,  
who sa i d t hat no t ree shou l d  ever grow there aga i n .  I f au na out a bo u �  i t  
t hrough � 2 0t h cent u ry poem ca l l ed ' The Fr i ar ' s Cu rse ' a n d  a l l  the t1as 
and r dec i ded to try and l i f t the curse . " T h i s  i nvo l ved a speci a l  
cere mony o n  Nat i onal Tree Drass i ng Day ou t s i de t he Borough Hal l  where 
t he c h i l dren ' s poems were �tt �ched to t rees and a new rowan t ree was 
pl anted . A garde ni ng f r i end t o l d  the poet t !:.a t  i r. t h"' soi l ,  bread , sa l t ,  
c oa l  and beer shou l d  be �ddad t o  ensu re the tree ' s .;urv i va l . " I t was 
certa i n l y  the strangest poe try readi ng I ' ve e ve r  bee n  part of , "  sa i d  
Andy , • but the tree i s  st i l l  there . " <The Har t l epool Ka i l ,  19/3/99)  

BOOBS VARM I NG .  I s  one of the benaf i ts o f  gl obal warmi ng wome n  growi ng 
l argere breasts? Maybe not pol i t i cal l y  correct , but spe cu ! a� i on is r i f e  
a bou t T. i nsa y D�wn McY.enz i e  !19 )  - - pi .:tu red o n  t h i s  FF ' s  cover -- go i ng 
from 37FF to 37H and is d i v i ded t6t wean eAper ts ,  aG a l ways happens . A 
doc t or at a lea d i ng Manchester breast c l i ai c  sa i d ;  " Many wome n ' s breas�s 
cont i nrJe growi ng u nt i l  t h:3 i r  ci d-2 0 s . " But Dr S t i g  Samu l e l l so n ,  or t he 
Dan i sh I ns t i t ute fer Ec o l og i ca l  Stud i e s ,  �a i d :  " There ' s  no� h i ng to say 
t h i s  gi r l ' s  breast s are not sens i t i ve to chan0es i n  c l i mate temperat ure . 
And i f  the Ea rt h carr i e s  on get t i ng hot t e r ,  perhaps breas�s w1 l l  ge t  
b i gger . " < The Sport, 1 8 / 2 / 98 ) 

GO ilfG APE . After a motor i st reported s i ght i n0 a ba ooo n ,  pa� ro1 car 
pnl t ce reached t he scene in t i me tc saG it van i sh i � t o  u uaergro�� n .  1 �  
f a vou r� t he Shaw Farm Ro�d �rea o f  Prdst wick ,  Ayrshir.:. . Ki chara O ' �raay 
d i re�tor of G l a sgow Zoo , t o l d  The Scotsman ( 1 [) / 2 / 99 > : " .:io zoo i n  
Scot l � nd �e eps baboons , "  add i ng t h�y �� r6 tu� d5rl•�ss1 ve t u  b e  pe�s ana 
t he lle� rby .,1 rrnrt wou l d  ha-re raport.:.d s<.:ch a l ose. . l c r : A. S. L. Rae J 
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· D RAGON SLAYER • • •  Paul Screeton with his new book 

Worm turns for . local author 
DRAGONS and mythical worms are the 
subject of a new book highlighting the 
North-East's rich heritage of folklore. . 

Whisht Lads and Haad Yor Gobs, by 
Hartlepool author Paul Screeton, tells of 
the region ' s  fascinating history of 
dragon legends and attempts to explain 
the phenomenon. 

_ With I l lustrations throughout, the 
book looks at many of the legends, 
Including the Sockburn Worm on the 
Tees, the Pollard Worm of Bishop Auck· 
land, the Brancepeth Brawn, and even a 
sea serpent off the Durham coast. 

But it Is the Lambton . Worm . that 
remains the best-loved of all the British 
dragon tales. · · · 

Paul's book - subtitled The Lambton 

THE HARTLEPOOL MAIL 

Worm and other Northumbrian Dragon 
Legends - looks at how the beast ter­
rorised the banks of the Wear, how lt 
was slain by cunning, and the curse 
that befell the Lambton family. 

Paul, a formerJournallst at. the Hartle­
pool Mall ,  sal : "Tales abound of 
heroes slaying fierce dragons through­
out the land, but nowhere do dragons 
prol ife rate more than I n  the area 
between the Tweed and Humber. 

"Dragons are popular with adults and 
children alike, bringing a little mystery 
Into our lives." 

Whisht Lads and Haad .Yor Gobs Is 
published by Northeast Press, price 
£4.99, and Is available from the Hartle­

. pool Mall Fotolab In York Road. · 

Monday, January '1 8, 1 999 
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DRAGON 
Whisht Lads and Haad Yor Gobs:  The Lam­
b ton Worm and other Northumbrian Dragon 
Legends. Paul Screeton (with a foreword by 
O r .  Karl S huker). North East Press Ltd. 
1 998. Price £4 .99 . 36pp . A4. PB. ISBN 0 
951 9967 9 7 .  

<Review b y  Ade Dimmi c k) 

The republication of this book holds a special 
interest for me, not only as a committed 
dracophile, but by virtue of the fact that I 
was born in the north-east of England,  and 
by coincidence, in the same town as the 
author, Hartlepool. 

As a boy, living in the region in the late 
SO's and early 60's , the story of the worm 
was more than just a legend,  it  was a 'true 
story' ,  about a vague , but very real his­
torical event .  A story that had grown up in 
the consciousness of  the local population. 

This book was originally published in 
1 978 by Zodiac House, despite North East 
Press stating it  was first published in 1998.  
The author ,  Paul Scree ton (who still lives in  
Hartlepool), a well known folklorist and 
writer.  brings us bang up to date with a 
revised and re-edited edition . 

The book is split into two p arts ; part 1 
deals with the legend of the Lambton Worm , 
and covers nine pages . The author goes onto 
explain various aspects of the legend, 
including: contradictory versions;  verse and 
song ; the infamous Lambton family ; and 
present day pageants and events celebrated 
by local people in celebration of the worm. 
(In fact, the local Tourist Board has even 
adopted the Worm as a publicity symbol!) 

In rather less detail, the next ten pages 
cover other Northumbrian legends,  such as : 
The Sockburn Worm; The Laidley Worm of 
Spindleston Heugh ;  The Pollard Worm 
( possibly a boar ) ;  The Brancepeth Brawn (a 
very large boar); The Wode Worm of 
Linton ; The Long Witton Dragon;  The Lind­
isfarne and Tynemouth dragons; The Dunst­
anburgh Serpent ;  Newcastle Serpent; Gunn­
erford Dragon; Osulf's Serpent and the 
Blackhall Rocks Sea serpent. 

Moving southwards, and dropping out of 
the counties of Northumberland and Durham, 
we find ourselves in Yorkshire . - The next: 
three and a bit p ages are devoted to para­
graphs on dragon legends from Handale, 
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Nunnington . Slingsby , Well , SexhoW, Whorl 
Hill , Fi!ey ,  Kellington , Huddersfield , Hartis­
head , Bradford ( another boar ! )  and Wantle y .  

Part 2 is  enti tled , Exp lanations o f  the 
Dragon Phenomena, which for me is the 
most interesting part of the book . It  covers 
six pages and is subtitled as follows: Pre­
historic Leftovers ;  Invaders and Oppressors;  
A Sockburn Snake Sect ; Sulphur S oup 
Dragon ; The Dragon as Devil; The Dragon 
and Fertility ; Scorpio and Sacred D ragons;  
D ragons and Prehistoric Monuments . 

For further reading the book ends with a 
fairly comprehensive bibliography of book s ,  
periodical s ,  articles and news clippings.  

All in all, apart from throughly enjoying 
it,  I believe this book is an invaluble guide to 
the dragon legends of north-east Englan d ,  
and a g o o d  starting point for further res­
earch . I don't hesitate in recommending it 's 
purchase , as an invaluble addition to your 
bookshelf. However , if I was to have one 
criticism of it's content,  it would be that 
some of the tales could have done with 
further expansion . My only other criticism, 
and in actual fact my main one,  is the boo�s 
peculiar format ; A4 magazine style , double 
column s ,  unumbered page s ,  and no lis t of 
contents.  

I ' d  like to end this review with the 
autho�s own concluding remarks;  sentiments 
shared in lots of respects with the asp ­
irations of The Dragon Chronicle, and indeed 
Dragon's Head Press itself . . . . .  

" 1  now leave i t  to the reader to wrestle in 
his/her own fashion with the identity of the 
fabulous Northumbrian worms and dragons , 
firm in the knowledge that whatever the out­
come , the pleasure of the exercise (and the 
mythical insight gained) will more than repay 
the intellectual energy expanded . Dragons 
can still be potent magic!" 

Ava i l a b l e  at t4 . 99 plus tl p&p from Northeast Press Li mi ted,  
Echo House , Pe nnywa l l ,  Sunderland,  SR4 9 E R .  
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THE ACT I VE S I DE OF I NF I N I T Y  by Carlos ' Castaneda <Thorsons, L l5 . 99 >  

The sham shamanism goes o n  even i n  deat h.  As Castaneda died l ast year , 
thi s must sure l y  be t he l ast book from the f raudu l ent anthropo l ogist . 
Back wi th h i s  f i c t i onal Yaqu i I ndian sorcerer don Juan Katus, who 
a l l egedl y l ectu red the budding ethnobotanist wi th t he l atest not i ons of 
anthropol ogy and psycho l ogy , here Castaneda ' s  genius f or plagi ari sm and 
money-maki ng is pl ayed ou t in what is c l a i med to be " the def i ni t i ve and 
reveal i ng overview" of the sorcerer ' s  apprent ice . 

Thatsa i d ,  t h i s  l i ke h i s  ear l ier books, wi l l  se l l  by t he truckl oad. 
Recent l y ,  upon see i ng vari ous Castaneda books i n  Hart l e poo l ' s  Jew Age 
shop, Spel l bound, 1 f ound my argument to the owner that he was a conman 
we n t  down bad l y .  Pity so f e w  people are aware of Ri chard de Xi l l e ' &  
expose , The Power and the A l l egory, which puts Castaneda into 
perspect i ve .  Seems controvery has done l i t t l e - to dent Castaneda ' s  
reputat i on .  

TI AXAT' S BROOD: An investigation into the Dragons of Anc i ent Mesopotamia 
by A l �sta i r  XcBeath <Draeon ' s  Read Press. P 0 Box 3369. London �W� 6J � ,  

t l 0 . 99 + postage > 

You guess the wr i t er knows his subj ect when the notes and references are 
a l most as l ong as the ma i n  text ! Comprehensive it certainly i s ,  and 
ast ronomer and mythol og i st XcBeath provides more t han a dragonlore 
account , bu t a me t icu l ous study of Mesopotamian cy l i nder sea l s .  Serpents 
here are genera l l y peace f u l - l oving and the author notes that none of tbe 
known art istic representat i ons show them performing any clearl y  harmi u l  

act ions . I n  f act , t here are a great many depict i ons both o f  seal 
i mpressions and astronomi ca l charts, plus a text whi ch must have been a . 
t ypese tter ' s ni ghtmare . Maybe hard goi ng f or the average reader, 
howeve r .  

A l an G i lmour & Simon Thrower < I nterCi ty Rai l way Soc i ety , tl . 95 + 

_ f rom ICRS Sa les Dept . , 27 Chatsworth Avenu e ,  Warton, Preston , PR4 

Subt i t l ed Photo-Spots f or Lineside Enthusiasts, var i ous l ocat i ons i n  

t he geographi ca l  area o f  t he t i t l e  are descr ibed a l ong with t he i r  

' vantage points, t raf f i c  si gnal l i ng and how to get there b y  road a n d  rai l  

where possi bl e .  Xaps give a good idea o f  overbridges and l evel cross-

: i ngs . Your esteemed edi tor is credi ted as one of the researchers and 

contr i bu tes two of t he photographs. · 

_ _  .4--- -

lE BRIEF 
I ------ - - ---

A f r i end of mi ne i n  Hart l epool edits a mag on some branch of the t 
. essenes, has been to Egypt a couple of t i mes and has i lllll8rsed hi JEd·t. i n 

the current theory t hat .pyramids date f rom an l l , 500BC su�r- . ._. __ · �-- _ _ _ _ 

ci\I'H isatltfii"f-'"ih��p-veread GO ·far , and-w.fia�ors-st t fr !eaves D9 
col d ,  as does Gods of the Dawn by Peter Lemesu rier.  This " Stargate• 

t heory postu lates the pyramids as a star map beckoning namkind to rej o i n  
a super ior race i n  spaoe <Thorsons. L7 . 99 )  [_�--�-��- ��-��-�l:.art .. 

Rather than be i ng morbi d ,  THE PAGAN BOOK OF L I V I IG AID DY I IG by ���tl n� 
Starhawk <Harper San Franc i sco, t l l . 99 >  is a resource gu i de to death and 

� - ·  
the process o f  dyi ng ,  whi ch combines practica l  rituals wi th paryers, �� ��� 
chants ,  bl essi ngs, meditat i ons , essays and insight f u l  persona l  stories. r l�-- ��� Unt i l  I read ALTARS MADE EASY by Peg Streep <Harper San Franci sco, • � :-5 =��-
£ 1 2 . 99 ) , I hadn ' t rea l i sed that my pond creation e f f orts i n  our garden - �- · �j� 
- which have gi ven me end l ess pl easure and re l axat i on -- were part of � ,A ��.. . 
t he urge to create a personal sacred space . This is another personal ' : .� · 

devel opment gu ide where creat ing altars f ocus energy and ref l ect the · : 

spi r i t .  How to create your own unique a l tar f or meditation, reflection, �� , , 
prayer and reve l a t i on .  

""' • !!,. �·' 

LETTERS TO AMBROSB MERTON. Quart e r l y  f o l kl ora misctt l l auy . l.'l . oo t or 4 .  
Payabl e t o  Dav i d  Cornwe l l ,  Psychol ogy Sec t i on ,  Dept o f  Educa t i o n  
Studies,  Un i versi t y of Stra t hc l yde , J ordanhi l l  Campu s ,  76 Sou thbraa 
Dri ve ,  Gl asgow, G l 3  lPP Scot l and . Su bj ects covat·ed i nc l uda : TV cart oons ' 
Ha l l owe ' e n epi sodes; a Scot t i sh newspape r ' s wi ld accusa t i ons of 
De l i verance-st yle i nbreedi ng i n  America by c l ans of tar tan t i nkers , by 
i t s  US correspondent ; nursery rhy�s suggest i ng ch i l d l a bou r ;  t a c t ­
/ f i ct i on accou nt of an urban myth f ocus grou p7 ; and f ami l i ar �ales sucn 
as chi l d  abduct i o n  scare . P l us pieces f rom the Press and book re v i e w . (� � i b) 

FORTEAI T I MES. laws-stand. t2 . 6 0 .  No . 1 18 .  Santa Claus a s  death a nd 
resurrect i on of a beast-god dat i ng ba�the Neande rtha l s ;  remote 
vi ewi ng cha l l enged ; vampire movi e as wor l d-domi nat i on me t aphor ; Berwyn 
Mountains • u f o  crash• of 1800 Ct2 + SAB for 2 de f i n i t i ve contemporary 
art i c l es I publ i shed in THB LBY HUBTER > ;  Ve l i kovsky assessed. P l u s  wor l d  
news round-up,  l et ters a n d  reviews. No . 1 19 .  Current Sout h  A f r i ca n  
wi tchcraft accusat i ons and i t s  l ega l system wi t h  echoes o f  European 
medieval episode ; dodgy Pascagou l a  u f o  abduct i ons sce nari o ;  extraterr­
est r i a l  contact hoax;  we i rd Russian amigrees to Canada explored ; bosom 
serpent and other bi zarre vomi ts.  No . 120 . I nterna t i ona l cat mu l t i -
slayings ; loah ' s Ark not i ons f l oat ed;  B l i phas Lavi . No . 12 1 .  Bige !  
Watson o n  sexy spacepeop l a ;  demyst i fy i ng • A l ternat i ve 3" ; goi ng over o l d  
ground pi ece l i nk i ng J F K  assass i nat i on a n d  Area 5 1 ;  chupacabras 
obj ect i ons ; cereal ogoical skapt i c ism; Wi l l  F i rmage ' s  mi ss i on .  

STRAIGE MAGAZ I NE .  UK tl7 for 4 ,  add S2 . 50 post . Twice-yea r l y .  Cheques to 
• xarlt Chorvinsky• at P . O. Box 2246 ,  Rockvi l l a ,  XD ,  20847 , USA . N o . :ao·. 
Tedi ous l y  deta i l ed search f or boy u pon whi ch " The Exorc i st •  was based, 
and does not even name the pr i ma  su spect ;  Gl astonbury ; Kar l  Shu ke r ' s 
exce l l ent cryptozool ogy. P l u s  book revi ews and cat a l ogu e .  · 

XAGON I A .  Q ,  t5 . Cheques payable t o  John R i mme r .  Address: J ohn Dee Cot­
tage , 5 James Terrace , Mort l ake Churchyard , London ,  SY14 8HB. 

� J ohn Harney on why few sc iant i o ts ge� i uvol v�d wi tn UFOs; Pe ter 
Rogerson on drawbacks of memory and separata l y  on why t ha ETH canno� be 
a use fu l sc ient i f i c  working hypothesi s ;  t he bizarre and chequered roies 
and predi l ec t i ons of t he epi scopi vagantes and th� i r  u nstable sects.  �· 
Desmond <Kr Esther Rant z i d >  Wi lcox ' s chi ld abuse false me mory of a 
schoo l ing by drunken teachers and pu n i shment-happy Jesu i t  headmaster is 
termed • recovered psychobabble syndrome " ;  hummadr42 mus i ngs ; Proctor & 
Gambl e ' s  Luc i ferian mot i f  and McDona l d ' s I nd i v i dual Ret i remen� Account 
< I RA ) i nvol vement f i nd the i r  way i nto li subscri ber Dav i d  Si vie r ' s 

argument for Satani c chi l d abuse scare as a response to c l ass conf l i cts ; 
17t h ce ntu ry reports of marve l s  i n the skies. Book rev i e ws and diary 
col umn .  

THE DRAGON CHROB I CLE.  4 i ssues t7 . Samp l e  t2 . Chequ es payable to 
Dragon ' s  Head Press : PO Box 3369 , London SW6 6J N .  No . 1 5 . The L i ndwurm 
and geol ogy i n  Austrian dragonl ore ; reader ' s  ambi t i ous - dragon research 
survey ou t l i ned; St George piece taught me that ha se rved at the HQ at 
the IX Legi on at York and spec i f i ca l l y draws att�nt i on to Engl ish 
pa i nters' general neglect of the patron sai nt ; DrAconids shower ; my 
Lambton Worm book favou rabl y  revi e we d .  P l us f i c t i on ,  poe try, news 
sn i ppets re l at i ng to dragons and - magaz i nes revi e ws supplement .  

ERJWORK JEWS . 4 i ssues t5; t6 . 50 Europe and USA surface . Pay to H .  
Ayers.  Address P . O .  Box 2 ,  Lostwi thi a l , Cornwa l l ,  PL22 O Y Y .  � 
Secret Powers of Xus i c  i ssue .  Desc r i bes i tse l f  as:  " The occu l t  
ba tt l e fi e l d o f  t he west Cornwa l l  area around the t i me  of the so-ca l led 
solar ecl i pse of August 1999 , i s  decoded as a hype rreal s i mu la� i o n  of a 
seri es of events t hat tok place i n sou t h  London in the 1 980s. A savage 
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Li tany of Guns and Sex and Yi tche s '  F l ying Oi nt ment . Jot ! o r  the iai nt­heart e d . • What a co l l �bora t i on between J .  G. Ba l lard and Xichae l Xoorcock wou l d  dou bt l ess turn ou � l i �e .  Rol l icking ro� larcoastarl 

3rd STONE. The Magaz i ne for the !ew Ant i quarian. Q. 4 issues �10; sample 
t �sue �2 . 75 .  Paya b l e  t o  3rd Stone . From P 0 Box Q6 l ,  O.vi�es, Wi lts. , 
Sil O  2TS. �· Templar myst arias in Wi l tshire ; lewgrange visit ing 
neu t e red: archaeol ogical research at Hol t ,  Dorset; hogbacks seen as 
commemora t i ng t he • sa i nt�" of a �orsa warrior cu l t ;  Victorian t ra i ns 
• expres�· servi ce f rom London to Waking cemetery; Graham Haneock' a 
t � l �v1 �ed " l ost c i vi l i sa t i on" dou bted; Monuments at Risk Survey of 
England ; Sl i go r i t u a l  lan�capa. Plus witty diary column, news update 
and abstr�ets. 

JORTRSRI EART H .  Q. t6 f o r  4 .  Cheques payable to lorthern Mysteries 
Grou p .  From 10 J u b i lee Street , lytholmroyd, Hebdan Bridge, West YorE& . , 
HX7 !S IP .  � Rather too international an issue for my l lking, with 
letherlands Bronze Age solar symbol ism and Japanese ban on women to 
sacred liDUntaina ·<and certain tunne l s > ; Pennine Raven na.-grouping as · 1., 
Ce l t ic boundary poss i bi l i ty ;  access to the counttryside issue. Obituary 
ces Ted Rughes as pagan Bardic poet with shamanio di .. nsion. Plus i 
miscel l any, readers' l e tters and boot reviews. �· East Yorkshire 
wa l l  desecrat i on p l us commentaries and advice. on rubbish accumulating at 
sacrad sites; barrows in fol klore and archaeology; fasc i nating 
readership survey resu lts. 

IORTHERI UFO JEW§. �e for e issues. Address: 1 Ha l lstaada Close , Dove 

Ho l e s ,  Buxton, Derbyshi re , SX1 7  825. � ·  Tal k  about scoring an 
own goal -- decry i ng the public perception of ugfologista as morons, 
edi t or J enny Randles abhors such as • anorak wearing, menta l l y  cha l lenged 
trai nspotters" < l i ke me, I suppose > .  Also ,  I wou l d  not normal l y  be so 
pedant i c ,  but the TV series " Heartbeat• is not sat in the Pennines as 
Jenny suggests,  but the North York Moors. Xore on Randlasham, crop 
c i rc l es and Sant i l l i  a l i e n  autopsy seam. Book and mag reviews; latest 
UFO invest iga t i ons. 
-----------------------------------

Il an attempt to end speculat ion on the all eged sacred art i facts hidden 
there , Rosslyn Chape l Trust is seeking the opi nion of Hi storic Scot land 
to a l low a team of archaeologists access to conduct a •ophiaticatad non­
i nt ru s i ve study of its vau l t s .  lf an i nvest i gat ion proeee�, the tru•t 
wi l l  a l l ow computerised sca�nars to •��ep the wal ls and f l oors to f i nd 
c l ues as to whether B i b l i ca l  treasures exist . With the approach ot the 
mi l le n i u m  and t he 2 , 000th anniversary of the birth of Christ (Iha 
Courier and Advert i ser, 1!5/3/QQ ) , it seams an appropriate t i me  to unlock 
Rosslyn Chape l ' s  anc ient secrets and and the conjecture once and for a l l  
<er: A . S . L .  Rae > 

•••••••••••••••••••••••• • •••• 
Rut h  G l edhi l l  <The Ti mes. 1 7 / 4 / 9 9 )  reports a new " mi raclaM craze in 
Bri tain via Canada and Cal i forni a .  God i& f i l l ing worshippers' teeth 
wi t h  zol d  f i l l ings and produc i ng golddust en the irhands and faces as the 
latest ma ni festat i on of the " Toronto Blessing , • the charismati c  
phenomenon which l e d  t o  worshippers fa l l ing down, laughing and barking 
l i ke dogs in churches up and down the land in 1Q05 . Go ld f i l l i ngs are 
sa id to replace a ma l gam f i l l i�g; i n  worshippers' mouths dur i ng prayer. 
The latest Chr i st i a n  " miracl es• are said to be a f u l f i l me nt of the 
prophecy in Psal m  8 1 . 1 0 :  •open thy mouth wide and I wi l l  f i l l  i t . • The 
mi racles are reported on the Brit ish Christ ian websita • ship of Fools. • 
Churches in Wi mb l edon, Bath and Croydon are among those sai d  to be 
af fecte d .  The mi rac les began in March at a meet i ng o! evange l ical ohurch ! 
leaders , where mbre t han 300 people were sai d  to have received gold : 
f i l l i ny.s in the i r  :out hs .  

Pri nt�d b y  Ernj a y ,  1 7  Langbank Avenu,e ,  Ri;� Park. lot t ingham 


